MARTIN A. COUNEY,
‘INCUBATOR DOCTOR’

Dr. Martin A, Couney, a spe-
cialist in the care of prematurely
‘born infants, who had shown such
babies to the public for an ad-
‘migsion price at fairs and other
exhibitions throughout the United
States and in Europe for more than
fifty years, died last night at his
home, 3728 Surf Avenue, Sea Gate,
Coney Island. He was 80 years old.

“The Incubator Doctor,” as Dr.
Couney was informally known,
was born in Germany, studied
medicine in Breslau, Berlin and
Leipzig, receiving an M. D., and
later in Paris under Dr, Pierre C.
Budin, noted pediatrician, who de-
veloped a method of saving the
prematurely born.

At the Berlin Exposition of 1896,
Dr. Couney operated an exhibit of
prematurely born babies to show
the Budin technique. The exhibit
was a financial success, as was a
second one at Earl’s Court in Lon-
don. In 1898 Dr. Couney paid his
first visit to the United States
and had an exhibit at the
Omaha Trans-Mississippi Exposi-
tion, He returned to Paris for the
exposition of 1900, but was back
in this country for the Buffalo
Exposition the next year, and
then decided to remain here for
good.

For years he had shows at both
Dreamland and Luna Park, and
the night Dreamland was de-
stroyed by fire the babies were
saved by a quick transfer to the
Luna Park incubators, some of the
lodgers doubling up.

Dr. Couney had one of his Baby
Incubators attractions at the New
York World’s Fair.

He leaves a daughter, Hildegarde
Couney, long associated with her
father’s affairs. His wife, Anna-
belle May Couney, died in 1936.
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